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A MIXtJMAXU «AZEtTE : .) Call fine Robert Bryan Lipton of teox 1962^' Lafayette 
QUANTITY 'FdB^ICATION-.vjCollegj&^.Eaaton* Pa. 18042. Some yWars ago-^2 and a 

: " c '# 76 t wor ; third to be exacts—having some money : in my pocket and • 
:; ;r -< ; .t . r, - nothing much to interest me in mundac, I thought I 

would publish a little zine of Diplomacy called the Hixumaxu Gazette, costing 
10*/issiie plus -postage * with, game openings fqr^ $l plus a sub, $2, for traders. 
It "is a 'way 'I have;- of drying up my sense of humor. Whenever I found myself 
grinning at the mOuthj-^ whenever • it is a bright April 1 in my soul; whenever : 
I find myself pausing beforeri^anan-au^Kins whic^^^y oh the sidewalk and kick- : 
ing^'th^Jrear^of^every.i fat mB^f E jfiiemfit.)^d.-. esp^i^la^l'ly when my sense of hutaor 
gets 1 such an7 tapper , haifrd ofr^neic. fcjjs&r it ^Qquixga strong moral principle to 
prevent me ffcomr- d^aMra^€elyn^^^^ : jfWvbai'l;; a'hg, knocking peoples' tophats. \ 
off i whenever threevweeks 1 have passed since t£i£ last issue— then I account if 
high" iiime to turn out an. issue full: of postal Dipiimacy and whatnot. 'This is. i 
my "substitute' for slapstick and sight gags. With a philosophical flourish ^ 1 
Russei' Baker tuffns out 4 a ^column for : the, TIMES i I quietly take out my mimed- : '->■■ 
gra^h. There> is nothing surprising^ this. If they, but knew £t, almost all 
fen in their' degree * some time: or pther, cherish very nearly the same feelings , 
towards fa'nac' wdth mev- ■ - ■ ■ t ■. . . ' ' ' "' ,* : " ' 

How dO^OU Itee- dt?- It's the opening paragraph .in a novel* I • m : writing,' ■ 
called Mixu'^ax •ornthe <3rea't. Whfite #Ane* : •' . Ul [ . ., _ . ' ; . "■ ' J. : 

Those of you who have suffered with me from the beginning know that every > 
Christmastime T - skip movds : f or an issue . .Well ; t:his time I'm going to skip ■ 
an issue, I have just spent two weeks getting the "ball rolling on reviving 
the SLOBINPOLIT : #HtiRNAL and I am exhausted, what , with typing up three pages ■.- 
of 'John Carroll's rpress. It makes me seem humorless , and so the next issue 
wilf ', appear -6n 3 'January 1976. Moves will be- due the day before* Ed Holishwan- 
dnex" will be running 1975 AY by carbon copy f Or one turn (assuming the Canadian 
postal strike is over ^ by theoii whidh will appear in the next issue, along n .< 
with the regular moves-;- His address ; wfll be 827 Media Street, Sethiehem, £a. r: L 
18017, tel. 215-867-55i8. B^the by, my address, from middle December to ■ - 
middle January wil'i be 556 Green? Plaee/ Woodmere, N,Y. 11598, tel.. 516-374- • 
47.^^. " ' , ; I. V. ♦ . " f 

^ if ybu» f re ; interested in seeing the revived Slobinpolit Zhurnal,. send m& s : 
50f^ £'11 &&t& you a copy of the rules, the map, and Ray Heuer will send youi ^ 
a copy when he' publishes the first full issue three weekS after the 'fend of -" 
tri^ Canadian Postal Strike. (7036 pay raise they. want. Jesu/5. )'\ ; ;n r ► • c 

Qtfaer things available f rom here aret ' .' ' . c 

^iMIXtiMAXU GAZETOEi- - 9-12,. %A, 18-20,,. 22-26, . 28-35, 37-41 . ZS*® 1 ' 5 /^- 

THE ; PUBEiEHER r 75<£ -j.. > : 

DAS tOELWEISS SUN^JOORNAL-PRESS t , 2 ^Q^M- 
VAUDEVILLE LINES ##1-I0i20*@, 1G/$1 ,5,0-,- 
lIWWSi mirGi 20*f.-.., -..., rl ..: 

Or a copy of everything for $5. ,: x^t-:.,. 
No space down here, so lobk to the 
right where I'll say -ow r : 
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Robert Bryan Lipton, 



THE EMPIRE : HISTORY A3 IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
by John Boardman 

"It is earth's most famous town, so it belongs to everybody, and to 
all tines at once." - Christopher Morley, The Trojan Horse 

"...The Middle Ages not as they were, but as they should have been," 
-The Society for Creative Anachronism 

Many people find modern interpretations of history esthetically unpleasant. 
The late T.H. White in The Once and Future King refuses to see King Arthur as "a 
distressed Briton hopping about in a suit of woad in the fifth century." It is 
somehow small-souled to view the Trojan War as a conflict over control of the 
31ack Sea grain trade, rather than the rescue of a distressed ( ? ) princess, Shake- 
speare's Richard III and Eisenstein's Ivan IV have almost shoved the historical 
monarchs of those names out of the pages of history, though the blackened reput- 
ation of the former and the whitened reputation of the latter are now getting put 
into proper perspective. 

One person who has decided to strike a blow for the romance of history is 
Jean d'Ormesson, youngest member of the Academie Francaise, He has not merely re- 
arranged the history of a known country, as White did with Arthur's Britain, In 
order to present his ideas on history and historiography, he has created an Em- 
pire to illustrate them. Amd he has constructed a magnificently credible biblio- 
graphy, easily the best part of his book, The Glory of the Empire (Knopf, 1974). 

D'Ormesson' s Empire is hard to locate geographically, although a map is in- 
cluded. The provenance of the map, which shows the Empire's major cities, is 
doubtful. It is in the style of many maps Rafael Palacios has drawn for various 
historical works, but it bears the same initials as those of the book's transla- 
jtor_intq_Encjlish, Barbara Bray. The Empire (it is given no other name, and its 
principal city is simply The City) is located some"where east of Rome and west of 
China. It faces to the sea on the west, and engages in commerce and war with 
such realms as Cyprus, Sicily and 'Pomposa**, a merchant republic strongly re- 
sembling medieval Venice. The Empire's greatest foes are Mongol-type horse no- 
mads, but there is little mention of dealings with Persia or India. There are 
forests in the north ("The whole aspect of this area has been altered by the 
recent construction of a hydroc?ioutri*j dam at Novojc.^ vicJc^i lu^oc" } »«d i-b^ M Ki*«*i^te 
of the oighurs" to tho oast, 

D'Ormesson frequently cites plays, novels and operas which tafce as their 
themes various dramatic events from the Empire's history. There is a long passage 
from Corneile's Arsaphes and Heloise ( translated into English by Drydeni ) , a men-% 
tion of Marlowe's Alexis the Great ( including a performance with Laurence Olivier 
in the title role), and a love poem by Emperor Alexis, translated by Robert 
Graves. The lives of the greatest emperors seem to have inspired every kind of 
artistic work, from children's counting rhymes to pornography. 

Apparently history has nothing to do except provide plots for Marlowe and 
Corneille, The great events of the Empire's history, as perceived by d'Ormesson, 
concern rivalries between royal brothers, broken love affairs, family jealousies, 
magnificent treason, renunciations, reconciliations and glimmering Golden Ages 
viewed lovingly through the mists of time. The whole early history of the Empire 
is made a prologue to the triumphant reign of Alexis the Great, who is at once a 
Caesar, a Christ and a Charlemagne. When, early in his reign, an enormous horde 
of loot-hungry barbarians descend from the east, the whole affair is settled by 
a double combat in which, true to the best traditions of romance, two seasoned 
warriors are slain by a boy and a blind old man. The Khakhan of the barbarians 
at once swears allegiance to Alexis, and thereafter serves as his faithful eword- 
arm in conquering an empire that extends from Brittany to Korea. 

* There is, a Pomposa in Italy on the Adriatic coast, midway between Venice and 
Ravenna. — R3L 
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The Empire has a largely Grecian flavor, and major figures in its history are 
most likely to bear names like Dasil, Thaumas, Simeon, Philocrates, Helen and 
Alexis. (There are also Latin names and several French and Germanic ones) We are 
nowhere told what the languages ..or religion of the Empire was, though conflicts 
between the Emperor and: the priests are a major theme of its history. The educa-* 
ted classes speak Greek and the founders of the two principal schools of philo- 
sophy-are "H^rmen This, multivalence extends to geography, 
Af ter~The~""Ci-€y the principals cities are its great rival Onessa, the religious 
center Aqufleus, the Greek -bounding Amphibolus and Evcharisto and the rtalianate 
Mezzopotamo. * < . 

"Trior r^to Alexis the Empire's history shows a clock-like alternation between 
periods of order under strong rulers and of anarchy under weak ones .This presu- 
mably is all: that d'Ormesson perceives from a 'scientific* treatment of history. 
Both sorts of rule give ample opportunity for dramatic themes. We hear very lit- 
tle: ^about trade, routes, class structure, natural resources and their exploitation 
or the rest of ; the raw material of real history. If no real empire is capable of " 
serving its proper role as an inspiration for fiction, then by the Sun, the Oak' 
and the Eagle, d'Ormesson has created one that will! 

..Alexis, whose career occupies the last three-fourths of the book, runs through 
all the stock -commonplaces of myth. Mystery and tragedy attach to his begetting 
and birth. A happy childhood is sundered in a trice, whereupon' he travels to an 
Alexandria bearing little resemblance to the Egyptian city of that name and goes 
through an appropriately riotous youth. After this ends in surfeit and heartbreak 
there is a- season of sainthood and isolation in the wilderness, followed by his 
return-to theEmpire to take up his heritage. Once Emperor, Alexis is surrounded 
by the "'greatest- administrative, philosophical and esthetic minds of his age," and 
inaugurates a Golden Age. His chosen bride is a retired sacred prostitute named 
Theodora; this not only recalls the retired whore of that name who married Rome's 
Justinianus I, but also the Jewish tradition that the bride of the Messiah will 
be a prostitute. (This tradition originated with Hosea, who compared marital with 
religious infidelity, and was enthusiastically accepted by the false Messiah 
Jakob Frank in the 18th century.) His great alliance with the barbarians is made 
an expression of human brotherhood and he, is. made regretful . but . determined about ■ - 
the forcible sUpression of the alliance's opponents among both citizens of the 
Empire and members of the hordes. , ■ • 

D'Ormesson makes a common error of amateur historians in regarding barbar- 
ians as a sort of homogenous, indiscriminate disorderly mass. In real life, 
civilized folk are innovative and indiscriminate; barbarians are ruled by rigid 
customs. "The barbarians, as was their wont, formed a shapeless mass spreading 
out to the horiz6n," he writes. In actuality, a regiment of any civilized state 
wi,J»L take any position in the line it is ordered to, and if it is told to stay 
out of the fighting, or to retreat to draw the enemy out of position, it will 
dd 'so with no second thoughts. 3ut a barbarian battle line must contain the 
right tribes in the right order, or else the Khakhan or Ardrigh or whatever has 
a civil war on his hands. 

At the close of his reign, following the conquest and sack of Rome and the 
appropriately tragic death of his only son, Alexis resigns the throne and goes 
into retirement as Tsar Aleksandr I is supposed, to have done. His final farewell 
to his closest friend, the chronicler Justin Dion* , is supposed to sound like 
King Arthur's withdrawal to Avalon "deep in a splendid dream until the universal 
Empire returns", but it sounds more like Christopher Robin's farewell to his 
toys in The House at Pooh Corner . A brief paragraph mentions, with obvious re- 
luctance, the subsequent fall of "The Holy Altaic; Roman Empire" underAlexis * 
successors, "of whom the last, Constantine, was to die at dawn one morning to- 
wards the end of the summer of 1925, dead drunk, marvellously made up, with a 
bullet through his head... among the moth-eaten palms of Monte Carlo". 

* Who, no doubt, wrote a book entitled Anekdota . ■— RBL 
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Despite the flaws in his concept of history, d'Ormesson's bibliography is 
delightfully outrageous, and reminds the reader that he is also Chairman of the 
3oard of the greatest satirical newspaper, Le Figaro . Heinrich Schleimann and 
Hiram Bingham are cited as authorities on the archeology on the pre-Empire per- 
iod, (so are "Max and Moritz Struwwelpeter" . ) Edmund Gibbon's The Rise of the 
Empire and Noam Chomsky • s Syntactic Structures of the Languages of the Empire 
are cited. Along with them are quite genuine works such as Marek's Gods, Graves 
and Scholars and the Dictionaire Philosophic , containing alleged references to 
the Empire. Dante allegedly places Alexis in hell in Canto XXXIII of The Inferno 
but the stanza quoted by d'Ormesson is in Canto XXX, and refers to a notorious 
counterfeiter . (Is d'Ormesson laughing at himself here?) A noted poet named 
Tybalt occurs early in the Empire's history, though he writes under the name of 
"Marcutio of Verona' 1 . Conquering Rome, Alexis has dealings with the "Archpatri- 
arch" Hadrian VII, and readers are referred to Marguerite Yourcenar's "biography 
Memoirs of Hadrian . The author of The Wars of the Empire is none other than 
J.R.R. Tolkien, and among the barbarian tribes fought by Emperor Arsaphes are 
the Tartars, the Oighurs, the Scythians — and the Hobbitsl 

The Empire is unlocateable in time as in space. References are made to sub- 
sequent rulers of various realms who were influenced by the policy or character 
of Alexis the Great. The earliest of these is Pope Gregory the Great, crowned _ 
in 590. D'Ormesson's Empire thus is an apparent contemporary of the Roman Empire 
Avram Davidson has so brilliantly depicted in Peregrine ; Primus . 

After wandering all over history, romance and mythology, d'Ormesson's bib- 
liography finally swallows itself. In chapter XXIV of The Glory of the Empire , 
on pp.. 354-55, he writes? "It is not history that makes historians, but the 
reverse, and no historian does anything but give birth to his own universe. It 
is in this sense that the greatest of the historians of the Empire has presented 
the legend of Alexis as first and foremost the symbol and reflection of our own 
hopes and dreams." A footnote is cited as authority for this statement. Tha 
footnote reads; " The Glory of the Empire , ch. XXIV, pp. 354-55." 
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This is as good a place as any to do some plugs, so: 

THE POCKET ARMENIAN: Scott Rosenbeg , the editor-publisher of this, has finally 
seen the light and bought a Gestetner mimeograph. As a result, £23 is be-yoot- 
ifuuly printed . This has the best press of any New York zine, (except that 
5/6 of the present publishers of the Slobinpolit Zhurnal are New Yorkers) , with 
the long press releases that are the best kind. If Scott recovers from his 
swelled sense of importance this will become one of the three or four top zines 
in North America. As it is, it's now about # 7, which is pretty damned good. 
8/$2 from Scott Rosenberg, 182-31 Radnor Rd., Jamaica, N.Y. 11432 
Remember THE POUCH? It used to be the leading New York Conspiracy zine. Then, 
in the last half-year of Gil Neiger's period, it fell on hard times, and its 
circulation has dropped from a height of 115 to an estimated 65. However, Jerry 
Paulson has picked it up and is brushing it off ("start all over again. When- 
ever I start to feel down and out... excuse me.), and it looks like it is 
ajain worth subbing to. 8/$2 from Jeremy Paulson, 63-60 98th Street, Rego Park, 
N.Y. 11374. 

Finally there's POICTSSME, published by the man who is tied for the second- 
best press writer in SLOBINPOLIT ZHURNAL , Bruce Schlickbernd . Lovely if you 
love press and D&D, interesting otherwise, if only for his typeface, a squarish 
elite. 3ruce Schlickbernd, 6194 E. 6th Street, Long -^each, Ca. 90803. Subs 
are. 10/$2, with clockwork regularity, although he may not be able to find his 
stamps. 

T r TIME AND CHANNEL... how did that get in here? 
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THE TUNE IS THE SAME AS LAST ISSUE BUT IS THE COUNTERPOINT TOTALLY UNCHANGED? 



I received the other day my trade copy of Peter Dirks* GREATEST KITS ,rl5» 
In it he discusses the NGC's (Nation Games Club), or at least his opinions on 
the independent sector. A bit of briefing is necessary: In' Britain, Diplomacy 
sets are sold with a flyer telling the buyer he can play by mail through the 
NGC for E 1.10 and a sub to an NGCzine. He does not find out about independent 
zines, usually, until he's been in the hobby a while. His opinions are on pp. 
6-7 of the issue and are in response to a letter from Peter Swanson. I shall 
quote 3irks out of context, probably destroying his meaning. I hope he'll have 
pity on this benighted Yank. 

"The trouble with our'high prices' is that they are not high at all. What 
we try to ensure is that our publishers don't lose too much money on the deal. 
This makes them less likely to fold. In your question about us being afraid of 
undercutting by independents, the answer is yes , we are afraid of some pimply 
little fourteen year old starting a zine with 25p (55$) gaime 'fees and a price 
of 2p(5*)+postage per issue, published once every two weeks. We are afraid be- 
cause we know he. will fold around issue 12, and that the poor subbers will be 
out on their ear . The 'trouble is, most people don't realize what is going to 
happen when,, people like' this appear, because they haven't been in the hobby 
long enough to have seen' it all happen before. The NGC charges El (about $2.20) 
for a game which lasts over a year, which the player can be pretty certain will 
finish in the same' zine, and can.be absolutely certain will finish somewhere," 

I should note: that I have interposed the American price equivalents. 

Mow, I wish to -ask the reader to consider the following cases; ' 

1: This zine is\ starte.d by a college professor who spends his spare time 
convincing people he is crazy. It charges no subscriptions or gamefees. The 
publisher has just gotten married. His reason for publishing is that his wife 
refuses to play Diplomacy with him. 

2s This zine is started by a- 1 fifteen-year-old high school student, who takes on 
any job he is asked to. . 

3: This zine is started by a college dropout working as a short order eook.'He 
also publishes a Naval wargame zine _Qn a -spirit duplicator which doesn't work 
too well. His ..typing "and 'grammar are atrocious. 

4: This zine is started by a Benedictine Priest, aided by the staff of his 
abbey. It is beautifully printed with plenty of artwork and there is advertise- 
ment galore to pay for any deficit left over by high gamefees and subs. 

5 : This zine is started by a college student in the middle of summer while home 
on vacation. He does not have a duplicator. His typing is poor. 

#1 is John Boardman, who has been producing GRAUSTARK for 12% years. The 
second is Scott Rosenberg who has been producing THE POCKET ARMENIAN for a year 
and a half i the third is Herb Barents who has been producing BOAST for four 
years. The 4th is the Rev. Daniel Gorham whose THE FIGHTER'S HOME started in 
the spring of 1974, continued to the Summer, then dropped out of sight, to re- 
appear for two issues in the spring of 1975 then drop again. The fifth is me. 

The hobby is full of cases like this. Zines with months spent pinning out 
everything before an issue appears go under; zines turned out on the spur of 
the moment are as dependable as the sun's rising. There is no standard for tel- 
ling who is reliable for publishing purposes, except for experience, and even 
that will sometimes err disastrously. 

Getting back to Peter Birks: In his letter, Swanson says a couple of times 
that NGC often duplicates services or has services totally unavailable to non- 
NGC members. To which Birks replies: 

"You mention the phrase "duplication of effort" twice in your letter, both 
times with an unfavorable slant. And yet you seem hell-bent on maintaining an 
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' in J^ondent' hobby where game openings etc, are duplicated time and again. I 
would have thought the independents would have supported duplication of ser- 
vice. " 

This is a fallacy common to those who view as the only purpose of Diplomacy 
zines their games. I have been breathing fire and brimstone for two years against 
this sort of idiocy. Diplomacy zines have only one thing in common: they run 
(or talk about) Diplomacy. Every other aspect of them runs all over the place, 
and what better example of this than GREATEST HITS itself, which runs Diplomacy, 
hobby news, sf reviews, political discussions, a poker column and some nice 
press releases? True, the independents offer the same Diplomacy ( although not 
quite. Ask someone sometime about how peoples 1 playing styles vary), but then 
both ANALOG and GALAXY offer sf . Is that duplication of effort? 

The whole thing seoma pretty silly to me. Please note Peter 3irks has not 
started this debate. I see no reason, however, why there shouldn't be both in- 
dependent and NGC gam^s. Actually, the NGC idea seems a pretty good idea to me: 
it allows a nowcomer to play without worrying whether his game will end, and 
then he ean join independent games if he likes, with an idea of the risks in- 
involved. The problem is new publishers almost must become NGC publishers. 

I don't think the system would work in North America, however. This hobby 
started with and continues with a history of rugged individualism. The French * 
can't start as many political parties per capita as NAmerican dippy people can 
start theories on how games should be run. Unfortunately a lot of people get hurt 
(although, hopeful for the future, the number of orphaned games in NAmerica 
seems to be dropping } when zines fold nowadays, their games are usually trans- 
ferred well and quickly; for the player in Diplomacy only for the games, that's 
a good situation. For those of us in it for other things too, that is not so 
good), but if you can get everyone else to agree to a system, I may agree too. 
(Hmm. A weak ending. But most of you don't know the NGC from the BVD.O 

NOTH33VDISNOTADIPLOMACY0RGANIZATIONISITA3RANDNA 

nit ^J-° thG * wo guest art ^les in this issue, the regular features will be 
CO^I^ ^ ^ Department, ABCSF ^ 

DEAR m 

GREG COSTIKYA*v( (1675 York Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10028; 11/4/75)): If I may, I 
would like to correct you. My relations with Scott ( ( Eosenberg ) ) are as cordial 
as ever. 

It is true I am no lon<3© r a 9™ -i- n THE POCKET ARMENIA 1 "- , but I was removed — 
with my consent — because I made a number of atrocious errors. I consented to 
my replacement because my time is full as it is with three magazines, innumer- 
able games , et al . 

Scott has insulted my gamemastering ability in one issue of TP A to my re- 
collection, but that's OK. I can think of no other time at which he "attacked" 

It is true that Scott can often be very irritating and occasionally a litt- 
le too uncompromising, but the very fact that Scott is still GMing in my zinc 
and that I --n still an editor of TPA show there is no antipathy between us. 

On the subject of DNYMPA: I mailed out the DNYMPANewsletter with URF DURFAL 
i6. Have. you received it? If not, it is possible I neglected to place a copy 
of the Newsletter in your issue. 

(Glad the situation with Scott is cleared up. As for the Newsletter: not 
only did you apparently forget to put a copy of it in my URF DURFAL #6, but you 
seem to have forgotten to put a copy of my URF DURFAL :'6 in my URF DURFAL f6 ) ) 
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THE DIPLOMACY ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 



A RATING SURVEY 6 



Averaged 




Games 




Games 


Score 


The Top Twenty 


Won 


Points 


Rated 


833 


Walter Buchanan 


7 


7 . 500 


9 


759 


Mike Itocamora 


6 


6.833 


9 


708 


John Beshara 


9 


9, 200 


13 


628 


Tom Eller 


7 


7 . 533 


1 2 


561 


Doug Beyer lein 


1 1 


1 2 . 900 


"5 Q 

Z J 


. 555 


Monte Zelazny 


5 


5 , 000 


9 


542 


Randy Bytwerk 


6 


6 .500 


1 2 


497 


Andrew- Phillips 


10 


12 .917 


26 


494 


Lewis Pulsipher 


6 


7.900 


16 


482 


Tim Tilson 


5 


5.783 


12 


433 


lurt Labelle 


4 


4.333 


10 


433 


Peter Rosamilia 


3 


3.900 


9 


425 


Ron Kelly 


6 


10.633 


25 


400 


Rick Brooks 


3 


3 .200 


8 


357 


Arnold Vagts 


1 


2.500 


7 


353 


Jeff Power 


4 


4.583 


13 


333 


Bruce Kindig 


2 


2*667 


8 


325 


Eric Verheiden 


2 


4.550 


14 


323 


Elliot Lipson 


2 


2.583 


8 


320 


John Smythe 


8 


8.333 


26 


The number 


listed under "Points" 


is the Calhamer 


point count where 


only 



and draws are tabulated: Winners receive 1 point; in a draw, the point is di- 
vided among the surviving players. The "Averaged Score" is computed by dividing 
the number of "Points" by the number of "Games Rated," omitting decimals. To 
insure a meaningful statistical sample, a minimum of seven "Games Rated" is 
required . 

**************************************************** 

* Copyright © 1975 by THE DIPLOMACY ASSOCIATION * 

* All rights reserved. * 
**************************************************** 

NTOOERSIXINASERIES0HWEIXH0WISWALKERG0INGT0C0MPLAINTHISTIMEIW0NDERWELLIW0NTKN0W 

THIS GUY CAN'T MAKE UP HIS MIND 

Since I published my spell tables for DS-.D magic users in TMG,t39, I've got- 
ten some flack about it, particularly from Bruce Schlickbernd in his analysis 
of various tables in Foictesme # 21. 

I am therefore shifting to a spell table similar to one Greg Costikyan uses, 
which will probably be adapted later. What it basically does is give a magic- 
ian a certain number of spell points (bis level times his intelligence), and 
then assigns values to spells as to how many points it takes to throw them. 
Minimum number of points needed for a spell is 9 for read magic and a maximum 
of 18(for sleeping 16 first-level monsters: 10+%xbeings slept) on the first 
level. This is nice because it establishes a usefulness for a high intelli- 
gence for the magic-user on the battlefield, as a high strength is good for 
a fighter and high dexterity is good for the thief. Complain about that, Bruce! 

A full listing of spell values should be worked out as soon as I get Cost- 
ikyan 1 s FIRS THE ARQUEBUSSIERS to compare his tables with my projected ones. 
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ANALYSES- 1974 GE 

BERGGR2N (FRANCE) s If my memory (and my files) serve me correctly, this 
was the game where I formed an alliance with England, while talking Germany 
into making the right moves for us. I figured Russia, England and 1 in cooper- 
ation could take Germany out in three years max. We planned on suckering Ger- 
many into Sweden while" slipping into Denmark from behind, crushing his defensive 
position* 3ut Russia; who had promised me "total secrecy", tipped Germany off 
and that was that. England was faltering and a R-G alliance seemed inevitable. 
Oops . 

;ut then Germany wanted to reform the alliance between usi I jumped at the 
chance, and we he gan "marching. Just as Germany was about to put the crowning 
touch on Russia, the trouble began. Germany was played by four players in less 
than two garaeyears, before someone reliable came alings Ron Kelly. A brilliant 
tactician, but not brilliant enough to salvage a position that was then down 
to two centers. 

Very weak play by Austria let Turkey go down the tubes to the Italian-Rus- 
sian alliance and only my attack on Italy saved Austria from the same fate. Fur- 
ther weak play by Austria led to Russia absorbing everything in sight for a 
victory. ; 3 ut f had the- one-center puppet Italy gone with me, things would have 
boon very different. Having to fight Italy as well as Russia made our position 
intolerable, and only * several risky moves could salvage the, game. This was 
impossible : against Russia. He must be one of the best (luckiest?) tacticians 
I've ever seen. If he 'had known my moves he could have done 'no better. Congrat- 
ulations, Dave, I hope I meet you again sometime. ' ! 

DAVID HERTZ(RUSSIA, VICTOR ) s Startling strategy, constant backs tabbing vicious 
rumormongering and threatmaking were not the tools. I : used to win. Rather I 
used alliance diplomacy in : the south and missed moves by Germany in the .Jorth 
to take advantage of the fact that no one seemed to be causing things to happen. 

In the south Italy and I got Turkey and Austria holstile and then elimin- 
ated Turkey, Italy and I remained allied until he proved unable to stop the 
French invasion, at which time I stabbed in Order to stem it myself. That Aus- 
tria-Hungary remained stable through all this reflects a conservative attitude 
which kept him almost totally defensive throughout... the game. That was all right 
with me because I had to worry a6ou€ Germany who stabbed me in 1903. I was de- 
termined at all costs to repel the invasion before it reached home and , with 
the help of two missed moves by Germany, I turned the attack back on itself. 
Eventually I took Germany," then won with London, 

All I can say about the one opponent who also did respectably, petar Qerg- 
gren, is that, while his diplomacy was excellent in that he was never recogni- 
zed by any as the immediate enemy, he expanded a year or so behind me. Still, 
he could have saved it with sharp play at the end, but he blew it so — whine 
awayS 

GAMESHASTER (R3L)s Another example of Russia needing a blitzkrieg to win the 
game and that France grows in Russia's wake.. Peter made .a mistake at the end 
in repeating his lack of covering of London, which Hertz noticed and took ad- 
vantage of to slip in a fleet for the victory, it's generally a good idea, 
when covering a vulnerable area without a surety of mainting a hold, to avoid 
repetition, !\ T .all j -maybe next time peter will know better. 

URFIFJRFALANDDbTYMPANET'ISL^^ 

Avoid the Vox recording of Prokofieff's PETER AND THE" .'OLF and Rfitten's. 
YOUNG PERSON * S GUIDE TO THE ORCHESTRA (3TPL 59280), as * rahdon de VJilde'S nar- 
ration makes the two works .incredibly slow-moving. And they're such inherently . 
beautiful , pieces too. 

-Page Eight- 





Friday: checking at the Post Office, the postmaster said the Canadian strike 
has ended according to one source, but he has received neither official noti- 
fication nor any mail from Canada. I'll check again tomorrow morn. In the 
meantime, the games with no moves herein are delayed. At least until I contact 
the pertinent players. Note my temporary COA, and that the deadline for the 
next sets of moves is noon, Friday, 2 January 1976. Meanwhile 1*11 roll for 
smoky dragons in this issue, once: 80/81. No smoky dragons. Check the back 
page to see if there's one lurking about you. 

0' T THEPOORFOi:KSHATfiTHERICHFOLKSANDTHERICHFOLKSHATETHEPOORFOLKSALLOF^FOLK$HAT£AiiL 



1973 CQf 

FRANCE : 
A Yor-Lon 
F Nrg H 
F Nth-Sng 
F Edi H 
F Aes-Mid 
F Ion-Aeq 
F Gre .3 F 
F Tun-Ion 



PEACE REIGNS... IN T^:E /■JE3T 

GERMANY 
A Rum-Bui 



FALL 1911 



Ion-Aeg 



F Alb S F Gre 

A Ser S GERMAN A Rum-Bui 

A Tr i 3 A Tyr 

A Tyr S A Tri 

A Bel-Pic 

\ Pic-Pat ■■■■■■ • 

A Bur H ■■ 



A Gal -Rum 
A Bud S A Gal-Rum 
A Sev H 
A Ukr 3 A Sev 
A Vie 5 A Bud 
F Kie-Hol 
F Hel S F Kie-Hol 
F Nwy H 
F Ska 3 F Nwy 
A Ber, A Mun, 



F 3t.P(sc) all H 



TURKEY: 
F Eas S F Aeg 
F Aeq S F Bui 
F Bla 3 A Bui 
A Bui, A Arm both H 



Turkey has lost Greece to France and Sevastopol to Germany, giving France 
16 centers, Germany fourteen and Turkey 4". France and Germany each have one 
build and Turkey one removal. By the by, the player who missed moves for Tur- 
key was Adam Gilinsky. He has been replaced. (Ve haf vays'uff dealing it-...) 

BERLIN-PARIS: The building of a fleet in Kiel recently had no significance. 
I had no deceiving motive building a fleet instead of an army — just an added 
precaution. I do see how you could misinterpret it, though. Since you can see 
I made no aggressive moves against you last time, I do hope you will- pull back. 
However, I am taking the 'precaution of moving into Holland. That's my only 
move in the north and, believe me, it's non-agressive. 

PARIS-BERLIN: I pulled back. Sorry. I still want to go through with the two- 
way draw, 

n : O00MERE( IDUNNO) : You two would lesye me with space fit for a spacefiller, and 
a large one, too. , - - : ■ , 

IDPUTD0WNS0ME0FTHELYRICST0DEP3ETTELSTUDENTBUTITSINGERMANANpICANT>'RITEINTHATLANG 
1974 I J EDINBURGH DOCKS BUSY AGAIN WINTER 1905 

Last issue I neglected to note that Russia picked up Trieste. He therefore has 
13 centers and three builds: 



-Fage Nine- 



•/.i' !n RI\(Tonper) : ENGLAND (Thomas) : 

Has A . !ar Annihilates F Hoi. Builds F Edi 

FRANCE (Ferkin Doyle ) : NMR : A Mun ann. HaS F Edx '. FLon 

Has F NAt , F Cly,F !\ 7 al , F Eng, A Bel, GERMANy(Denni^..Kldin) : Removes - F Yor 



A Hol. 



Has A Kie 



ITALY (.John Hendry):A Tri retreats^Ven; RUS3IA(Matthew DillerJ: 

Builds- ;F Rom. - . Buil-ds A War , A Mos, F S.t.P(nc) 

Has F'Rom,A Veto, F Ion., -F Nap - Has F 3t.F.{nc),F Bla, F Nwy, F Nth, F 

mTTT , rr ^. r ,. r . r . A , . v . ■ Nrg", A Wa'r, -A Mos, A Vie^C T¥r,A<3er,A 

TJRKEf rdchael^Frie-jman), ^ ^ Tri f 

has A Con, A Ser,A BU1,F Alb,F Aeg .... 4*A 

1 * .... ■ , 1 t 

temporary COA: Dennis Klein, from about how to Jan. 2: 235 Gentry ' Street, 
Park Fores 1 , III, 60466. Pay attention to my, COA. See' you in six weeks. »v'ill 
Ron Kelly, Roo> . 120, 225 Virqinia Ave.SE', Washington, DC 20061 standby for 
France? 



ILLTRYT0G£TAC0PY0FSL0BINP0LITZHUENALti42T0Y0UNEXTWEEKENDJEREMY50ST0PBITCHINGAB0L 
1974 GD FRENCH ARMIES 'REOCCUPY WINTER 1908-SPRING 1909 



AUSTRIA(Paul Thomas); 
3 A Vie; 
F Tyr-Wes 
F Rom-Tyr 
A Tus-Pie 
A Bud -Tri 
A Vie S A 3ud-Tri 
A Bui H 
A Tyr-Ven 
A Boh-Mun 
A Mun -Kie 

A Sil-Ber - ■ : ' 
A Mar -Gas 

A Sev S RUSSIAN A Mos 

A Ukr & A Gal S RUSSIAN A War 



ENGL AN D ( F e r k i n ) NMR 
Has F Por,F Bre,F Eng,F Bal , A St.P, 
A Livonia, A Ber, A Pic 
F Kie retreats- Kel,Den or is ann. 

FRANCE (Ed Hollshwandner ) : 
Removes F Tun; ' ; 

F Lyo-Mar 
A Ruh-Kie 
A Hol S A Ruh-Kie 
A Bur-Pic 

ITALY ( Denn i s Klein): 
F Tri-Ven ( retreats-Alb , Adr , ann. ) 

RUSSIA(Alan Carlson): 

"'.-A. Mos S A War 
A "War S A Mos 



Last; issue I failed to underline the English move into Belgium, which was 
stool off by the French. England thus had only' two builds and France, only one 
removal. Will Eric Verheiden, CALTECH 1 r-86 , "Pasadena , Ca . 9£#26' please, standby 
for England? Note Dennis Klein's COA above- and' mine : below. 

■■^HH MlXtJMAXt' GAZETTE ' 
556 Green "^lace 

'oodmere , v . Y . U 5'98 - • ' )T) /^ y/^jr ht M 



SEND TO: 
sub credit' left. 



' ' ■ A r- 





You have sub credit' left. 

■^We trade or you're playing heroin or • /rf-Tty ' 7 ' J ■ - 

get a complimentary sub or something. • " 

This is your lastish unless you resub. - . 9 ■■ r 

_X Subscribe to SL03INP0LIT ZHURNAL: l<t/page+postage. Makes "checks out to ., 
APA-Slobbovia and mail them tp me. 

Your smoky dragon number is / 4t . If it is 1QQ/100 a smoky dragon appears.. 



■FIR ST CLASS MAIL 



